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Developmental Levels

Stage 1: Regulation and Attention
· Self-regulation
· Shared attention
· Calm interest in and purposeful responses to sights, sound, touch, movement, and other sensory experiences (looking, turning toward sounds, rhythmic movements to voices, etc)
· Needs affect to take an interest in the world

Stage 2: Engagement
· Special interest in the human world
· Smiles and interactions with the caregiver
· Synchronous vocalizations and arm movements
· Broadening range of emotional range (protest, curiosity, pleasure, delight)
· Emerging attachment and relationships

Stage 3: Intentionality and Two-way Communication
· A range of back-and-forth interactions with emotional expressions, sounds, hand gestures, and the like used to convey intentions
· Learning cause and effect
· Learning social reciprocity
· Learning to respond and comprehend others’ emotional signals

Stage 4: Complex Communication, Sense of Self and Problem Solving
· Long chains of back-and-forth social and emotional interactions
· Shared problem solving
· Sense of self formin
· Leranign what love, anger, discipline are about
· Learning to operate in terms of patterns, not just isolated behaviors




Relationship “Tools of the Trade”

A trusting relationship must be the foundation for all interactions.

Follow the child’s lead 
· Observe, notice, see, join
· Make everything THEIR idea
Read the Child’s Cues!
· Sensory, following the lead, identifying with the child
· Think about your rhythm and pace
AFFECT!  What is the child learning from you?
· positive, encouragement, motivation, fun
· (Use AFFECT – be dynamic, be dramatic!  SHOW the child that social interaction is SOOO fun!)
Encourage Motor Planning
· Don’t do for the child what they can do for themselves
· Give the child time to “Do it all by themselves!”  Help him do it HIMSELF
· Support pride in being independent
Encourage a Relationship
· GET MESSY!
· Forget about yourself
Seek to Understand BEFORE being Understood
· Encourage the child to problem solve and THINK for themselves.
· Prompt the child to THINK, not DO
· Encourage the child to be creative and have ORIGINAL IDEAS
· Encourage the child to share his/her EMOTIONS
· Encourage the child to give reasons behind their ideas, expand and negotiate
· *Give multiple choice if needed
Attend to Sensory and Emotional Needs) 
· Can you fill the need in an appropriate way?
· Are you always “right there” for the child?
· Are you the kind of teacher/para a parent TRUSTS to send their child with?
Extend circles of interaction
· Go for the GLEAM IN THE EYE
· Don’t take “no” for an answer! 
· CLOSE EVERY CIRCLE.
· Expand, expand, expand
· Process is more important than product
Other Relationship Building Ideas
· BE with the child
· Sensory Motor Play 
· Theme & Variation 
· Taffy Pulling (Extend and Expand) 
· Rhythm & Music 
· Sense of Humor, Suspense, Surprise 
· One and Two step commands 
· Making them work for it 
· Rewarding and Reinforcing 
· Playful Obstruction 
· Making Random Behavior Purposeful
· Following your child’s lead
· Persist in your Pursuit
· Treat Everything as Intentional
· Don’t interrupt or change interaction if it’s working
· Insist on a response
· Avoid turning situation into a “learning experience”
· Use anticipation to engage
· Work face to face
· ENCOURAGE PEER INTERACTIONS!
· Encourage the child to initiate and be intentional
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